NEOREGELIA PINELIANA (LEMAIRE) L.B. SMITH  by Derek Butcher in Bromlink (Gold Coast newsletter) May/June 1998 

The true Neoregelia pineliana is in Australia although there are many with this name on the label. The true one is a narrow leaved plant which has a vivid red centre and produces longish stolons. Ruby Ryde in Sydney got hers from Brazil, whereas the one in Queensland and Northern New South Wales seems to have come via Selby Gardens: Some plants do not even key out to Neoregelia pineliana, but one that does, merits discussion. Some few years ago the Buchanans imported a Neoregelia pineliana from Seidel in Brazil. While you can get some good plants from Seidel, sometimes his names are wrong. This plant eventually got to John Catlan and was given the number JG19050 and eventually I got the chance to dissect the flower.

Using my Key to Neoregelia, I came to Neoregelia pineliana but there the similarity ended. Rather than describe this plant I will show the differences:

1.
Stolons - short not long

2.
Leaf blade - 4cm wide not 1.5cm

3.
Centre leaves - rose #38 not red

4.
Floral bracts - to half way up sepal, not equalling; entire not  serrate

5.
Sepals - 2.5cm long not 1.5cm; with scattered scales not glabrous

6.
Petal - light blue apex not dark blue.

I would like to call the plant ‘Pinegrove’ to remind us of its original name and original Australian starting place.

I believe it to be a hybrid of Neoregelia pineliana but intend to check again when Elton Leme issues his book on Neoregelias as promised.

